Proposed Political Sign Ordinance
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Political Sign Ordinance Proposal
There is a HUGE and COSTLY 1st Amendment problem with adopting the sign ban Councilman Ron McCullagh proposes, which is to eliminate all political signs on public property which could potentially cost the city millions in unnecessary court costs because the public owns the public property. Although an honorable thought and a possible fix, his plan would also eliminate a lot of candidates who don’t have large amounts of cash for TV time or mailers which gives Incumbents a tremendously huge advantage. 

The only reason Paradise Valley and Fountain Hills haven’t had a 1st Amendment suit filed against their sign ordinance is because no one has yet found it necessary to do so. Scottsdale is too diversified for a suit not to be filed.

A more effective action than a total ban would be to amend the current basic Political Sign Ordinance which requires permits prior to installation and a map showing or a written narrative explaining exact sign placement (N/W corner Shea & 114th St and as close as possible in feet) with the following additions and/or changes which would not infringe on the 1st Amendment because there wouldn't be an all out sign ban, but would definitely allow for a orderly clean up of the system and the city landscape. All location charts or narrative must be turned in to the Sign Permit Office within three (3) days of installation or face a $50 for each day the Sign Location Chart is tardy.

We’ll call this proposal simply the "Political Sign Proposal" and is meant to address the political sign situation only, leaving the reminder of the sign ordinance for the City Council and staff to clean up.

The new Political Sign Ordinance would require that all political sign permits must be purchased in advance of any sign installations per the price schedule below with zero refunds if all permits purchased are not used. Signs installed without permits would be subject to a $50 per day fine. Political signs with the wrong permit installed will be fined $25 per day plus the difference in the cost of the proper sign permit.

Limit political signs to a maximum of 4' x 4' or smaller, and reduce the amount of time signs can be displayed to just 10 days prior to the actual and verifiable mailing of the early (absentee) ballots with a $50 per day per sign penalty if the signs are installed prior to 10 days prior to the mailing of the early (absentee) ballots. There would be a $50 fine for every day the signs are not removed in their entirety, including hardware and plastic ties, etc., by midnight the Sunday night (or 5 days) following the election. There could also be a $25 fine for improperly placed signs if it is a blatant disregard for the ordinance. Signs being replaced in the same exact location would require a new permit which would cost 50% of the original cost as long as the position and location of the sign is the exactly the same as the sign being replaced and verifiable.
Charge per sign for a candidate, political organization, or Political Action Committee: 

· $7 for every 4' x 4' sign permit, 

· $4 for every 2' x 4' sign permit, 

· $2 for every 2' x 2' sign permit, 

· $1 for all sign permits for signs smaller than 2’ x 2’, 

· 2 separate candidates, by agreement posted with the city sign permit department prior to installation, may use the same support system (2 posts and attachments) for 2 separate 2’ x 4’ signs and would pay for both signs (example: 2ea 2’ x 4' signs sharing the same 2 posts for $7 which would be cheaper than the normal $8 for 2ea 2’x4’ signs). 

· Signs may be double sided

Sign placement regulations would be as follows: 

· Must follow current safety triangle regulations concerning placement at intersections,

· Any and all signs must be erected no closer than twenty (20') from any other existing political sign or ten (10) feet apart on a triangular wall on a corner, 

· Signs can not be placed next to (beside) another sign making both signs eight (8) feet wide,

· Signs shall be placed two (2) feet away from the sidewalk and/or six (6) feet from the inside of the curb if no sidewalk exists. 
· Except within the boundaries of city parks where signs shall be placed no closer than fifteen (15) feet from the inside of the curb or ten (10) feet from the outside edge of the sidewalk (away from the street) and cannot be set any deeper into the park than five (5) feet more than the closest line to the road. 

· Signs cannot be placed on or attached to city property such as walls, safety fencing such as railing, fences, construction fences, etc., and 

· All signs must be mounted securely and properly on their own support system at a total height not to exceed fifty (50") inches from the natural grade height where the sign is to be placed. 

Sign placement at polling places: 
· A maximum of one (1) 18” x 24” sign per candidate may be located at any one polling place on each street facing, unless prohibited by the owner of the polling place property.
· Signs shall be mounted on wire sign mounting hardware so as not to puncture any underground waterlines or other unseen obstacles. 
· Signs at polling places cannot stand more than 24” above the natural grade of the area where the sign is placed, cannot be any closer than four (4) feet from the outside edge of one another, and cannot block another sign or any pathways or other areas not deemed safe for sign placement. 

Each sign size must have a permit of a different color being placed in the upper left hand corner of the sign facing the flow of traffic for easy identification by Code Enforcement personnel which must purchased prior to installation or be in violation, 

· 4’ x 4’ = fluorescent reflective orange, 

· 2’ x 4’ = fluorescent reflective green, 

· All smaller signs = fluorescent reflective blue.

Political signs on private property must have written permission on file with Code Enforcement, and would be limited to four (4) feet by four (4) feet (4’ x 4’) but they must be situated behind the city right of way or set backs which do exist on many pieces of private (or business) property, i.e. two (2) feet away from the sidewalk and or six (6) feet from the inside of the curb if no sidewalk exists. The sign spacing would conform to the above rules.
For safety reasons, political signs on private property cannot block the view of any vehicles or pedestrians within a 50' triangle area which is similar but larger than the right of way allowance on city property, and must be set six (6) feet back from the sidewalk again for safety purposes.

All fees and fines collected would be deposited into a special account to be used; 

· to purchase permit tags, 

· for added code enforcement during elections, 

· after all costs of an election have been paid and supplies replaced, any remainder is to be used to help destitute or elderly citizens with yard repair, city service bills, or some other reasonable reduced fee personal civic service.

· All monies collected are to remain in the special account with none to be allocated to the city’s General Fund. 

Any candidate who fails to pay fines will be summoned to court for prosecution with the candidate paying all costs to collect the fine which would be tripled if contested. 

The above regulations would have the effect of;

· reducing the overabundance and crowding of signs in one location,

· encourage candidates to share sign hardware (2 ea 2’ x 4’ signs) 

· promoting a more orderly display of signs 

· reducing the number of signs due to the cost and spacing factors 

· heavily encouraging other ways to spend campaign funds

· providing a financial means of support for the Code Enforcement department to handle the extra work required of elections

· Using the fines for the betterment of the citizens of the city.

Would it be harder and more expensive to run for a city office? Yes. 

This proposal is a compromise from a full ban of all campaign signs and would be better than an all out ban which would really make it important to have a lot of cash to run a campaign that would cut the normal citizens out of the process which would give the incumbent a huge and obviously unfair advantage.

Being that specific or scenic areas of the city cannot be set as "off limits" to political signs due to 1st Amendment considerations, It will be up to the candidates to keep their signs out of known sensitive areas and for the voters to show their displeasure in bad placement or infringement in sensitive areas by voting against those candidates who see fit to place signs in those sensitive areas. Many setbacks in scenic drive areas are owned by the Home Owners Associations and are therefore private property and the misplaced signs can be removed by Code Enforcement.
It is felt that this Political Sign Proposal will serve all sides of the sign issue effectively reducing the administrative and financial difficulties that have existed in providing effective Political Sign Regulation Enforcement while eliminating any 1st Amendment Court suits.
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Possible Sign Placement, but allowed in only one area or the other, not both.
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Messy, jumbled up political signs ………





Political Sign Permit
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……… are not attractive for Scottsdale, but..
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2’ X 4’ Stacked Sign Configuration
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2’ x 4’ Sample Permit Location





Organization: _____________


PAC Name: _______________


Date Installed: ___________


Installed By: _____________


Contact: ________________


Phone #: ________________





Each Permit would have the size of the sign the permit is to be used for superimposed on the permit so mistakes would be held to a minimum. 


All necessary information MUST be filled in or the permit would be in violation of the Ordinance.





Suggested Permit Design
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4’ X 4’ Sign Configuration
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….. are a proven necessity for fair elections.
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