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·  Jim Opposes Secrecy in Government
I will strive for open, honest and ethical city government.  Secret government leads to bad decision, hides the motives of decision makers, leads to secret agreements and violates both the letter and the spirit of the Scottsdale Ethics Code that the current city council voted to implement.

·  Jim Opposes Subsidies
Subsidies paid with taxpayer’s money should only be made when the subsidy provides a public benefit, the project would otherwise not come about and the subsidy will be paid back within a reasonable period of time.  The current majority on the City Council won’t even adopt guidelines for granting subsidies.  Rather, its policy is simply:  “Ask and ye shall receive.”  This is not an acceptable way to manage public funds.  
·  Jim Supports Improved Transportation
Transportation needs to be made a part of every development project; and, perhaps, we need to “over plan” for both vehicle and pedestrian movement so that we are not constantly ripping up the “relatively new” to make way for the “really new.”  Ease of movement, of ingress and egress, has been a lost element in City planning.  We need to put transportation at the top of the planning agenda or we will build ourselves into a lower quality of life in Scottsdale.

·  Jim Supports Improved Planning
I am in favor of applying the rules and, short term, comprehensively updating area plans and zoning, in a consensus fashion, so that developers can proceed expeditiously under agreed upon rules and common citizens know what to expect across the street from them or in the areas where they work.  A city like Scottsdale deserves professional, creative, dependable planning; that’s something it does not have today.

·  Jim Supports High Ethical Standards
High ethical standards are the hallmark of a successful and citizen friendly city government. It has been suggested that the ethics code, the consideration of which was opposed by Mayor Manross, is a “feel good” ordinance.  I totally disagree, Ethical conduct is not a luxury and it can’t be discretionary. My job as Mayor would be to reintroduce open, high ethical standards and honesty back into Scottsdale government.

·  Jim Supports the Sonoran McDowell Preserve
The Sonoran McDowell Preserve has always had my support and will continue as a major priority. There are many ways to secure the property needed for the preserve and my plan is to use every avenue possible while, at the same time, taking into account infrastructure needs throughout the city.
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